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         23rd June 2016

The Minister In-Charge

Department of Higher Education

Government of West Bengal

Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kolkata

Sub: Proposals
West Bengal College and University Professors Association (WBCUPA) would like to express deep sense of pleasure and appreciation on your re-adorning the chair of Minister In-Charge, Department of Higher Education, Government of West Bengal following the over-whelming win of All India Trinamool Congress Party that we support. WBCUPA came into existence in 2012 for advancement and support of professional development of higher education, faculty and campus environment in West Bengal. In last four years of its existence, WBCUPA has received overwhelming support from the teaching community of West Bengal due to its pro-active role in upholding the development agenda of the Government in the sphere of education. Meanwhile, as a teachers’ representative organization, WBCUPA has presented issues of importance and policy implications many a times to the Minister In-Charge, Department of Higher Education. At this stage, we from WBCUPA most humbly would like to propose the following two plan of schemes:
1. It has been observed that the students and researchers in the domain of Humanities and Social Sciences are bereft of support and sponsorship from national and state agencies as there are hardly any autonomous bodies or Centres in West Bengal to spearhead their cause.
2. The two predominant areas in the domain of Humanities and Social Sciences that beckons immediate attention, especially in a multicultural state like West Bengal, are Cultural Studies and Linguistic Design.

3. It may be noted that in a very alarming rate students and researchers in the domain of Humanities and Social Sciences are migrating to US, Europe and Australia as they do not find scope and support to carry on training and research after completing mainstream studies. It not only resulting in brain-drain but also further diminishing the intellectual stem of the state of West Bengal.
4. Though the Government led by All India Trinamool Congress has relentlessly worked towards stemming the rot in the field of culture and language that had set in during the long hegemony of the Left parties, but we in WBCUPA feel that time has come to upgrade the effort with formation of an autonomous “Advanced Centre of Study for Cultural Dynamics and Linguistic Design” with state funding.

5. The said Centre can inform, equip and empower us by keeping the policy framers of the State alert about ‘culture being not a fixed, bounded, stable and discrete entity, rather a constantly interacting and changing sets of practices and processes’. On the other hand, scholars and students, being residents of this Centre, from the State, can spread all over the world the message of harmony and growth that Bengali culture epitomizes.
6. Similarly, there is a dearth of language trained human resources in the state as well as in country who can have enormous job opportunity at the ground level. On a higher plain, the Centre can become a forum of interaction, communication, learning and research among the international languages as well as the languages of the country as experts and scholars from all states and countries can come over to pool the knowledge.
7. Overall, the Centre will become a face of the state of West Bengal giving it the right ambiance and direction to forge its philosophy and sensitivity.
Another area of concern, we draw your kind attention, which has emerged from the restrictions arbitrarily imposed by UGC directives upon the Universities in July and September 2015 (copy of the directives attached). We submit the following:

(a) While it is true that quality has to be maintained in the field of research and development in higher education but that does not necessarily mean that the local conditions are to be ignored and a homogenous over-arching rule is to be imposed.
(b) In effect, the said UGC directives has obliterated the chance of the senior teachers of colleges of West Bengal to harness their academic acumen and research potential because ‘P.G College’ is an unknown entity in our state.
(c) Further, many Colleges that have been granted P.G affiliation in certain subjects cannot pursue research and supervise scholars independently, rather have to collaborate with University wholetime teachers.

(d) It may be noted that a University wholetime teachers can supervise at best eight scholars at any point of time, and being a co-supervisor also encumbers their number of seats (08), so are unwilling to engage in such endeavour.

(e) This has not only created a bad feeling and a sense of deprivation among the teachers of colleges but also has resulted in discouragement of specialized collaborative work and sharing to resource pool among various institutions.
(f) Research is an expensive affair, thus, the more there is sharing more beneficial it is for the students and scholars of our state. 

(g) Therefore, it is submitted that kindly take up the matter from the Department of Higher Education with MHRD and UGC as a whole, and bring about a reasonable closure to the matter where the senior and competent teachers of colleges do get chance to pursue research independently on the basis of their merit. 
(h) It is also most humbly suggested that if so required, Higher Education Department, in consultation with other higher bodies of education in the state, might carry out proper inspection in colleges with PG Departments if they have proper infrastructure and faculty for independent Ph.D. guidance.

We in WBCUPA are sure that these two proposal will bring about change in the quality and name for Higher Education in the state. We request you to kindly consider and take all necessary action for their fruition. 
Thank you.
With Regards.
Gobinda Chandra Sadhukhan



Krishnakali Basu (Ghosh)
General Secretary, WBCUPA             

          President, WBCUPA
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